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FOREST SERVICE ANNOUNCES NATIONAL POLICY ON OLD GROWTH 
WASHINGTON, Oct. 19--Old-growth forests are valuable as diverse and productive 
ecosystems and will be managed as such under a new national policy announced 
today by the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Forest Service. 

"For the first time as an agency, we are recognizing the importance of old 
growth on a national Levels! hs. Chief ir. Dale Robertson said. "Old-growth 
forests are important ecosystems that we are just beginning to understand. 
We've learned enough to know that a significant share of them deserve to be 


protected and managed for posterity." 


The Forest Service has developed a position statement embracing the many 
Significant values of old growth. The statement includes guidance on old-growth 
definitions, land use decisions, silvicultural practices, and research. 

"For example, we will reduce the use of traditional clearcutting methods," 
Robertson said. "Instead, we will increase the retention of residual trees, 
snags, dead-and-down material, and logging debris." 

Other actions include: 

* Reducing the fragmentation of old-growth forests; 

iad Maintaining future options for Significant old-growth forests until 
more is learned about them by selectively locating timber sales; 

* Managing some forest Stands on extended rotations in order to 
develop their old-growth values as well as provide for timber products; 

* Creating future old-growth forests through management activities as 
well as natural events; 

* Getting a better idea of how much old growth exists and where 
it is located; 

* Increasing research efforts directed to old-growth ecosystems and 
their management. For example, in fiscal 1990 a $1.051 million increase is 
funded for old-growth research. 

"We do not anticipate an immediate impact on our timber sale program 
since our forest plans provide for many old-growth values," Robertson said. 
"However, there will be an impact when we complete the final forest plans in 
California, Oregon, and Washington, and as we amend or revise other forest 
plans due to a greater emphasis on old-growth values." 

The Forest Service also has developed a national ecological definition 
of old growth forests based on structural attributes that can be identified and 
measured. "This generic definition will guide the development of specific 
definitions by forest types and provide consistency in identifying the extent 
and location of old-growth forests through our forest inventories," Robertson 
said. 

### 


ys is 
4 j ; wi. 
- i ’ ; i . . 


of 4 ie a ’ : ' ” 

rakae) +. : & a 

RO an IMSIATS VONTIEOS. 
Teese Peete ae hadibente a made eaen t ica oes 

Qcth. Ge STAs Em. 


; . - gtieiy ait wee ra Po 23) es) TZ 94 ma 





fish pg peeay aay ve 
; . , 2 rr ¢ 
we ie » eer wa gee “pee WBPAA 4 seeece At te 
F . «ee af fi, yo ee ABA ty! aaah 
tix ? ae at bd! 
% Guiau hoe eh a ath” Fe): pega ne ail 
ie 1 : a a aid Y 


ro ‘ 5 ad. pa 
’ - ’ 1), =? nee ng 
eee we a | +1 Le ee ee 


orp ee 






a 


4% 
| Oe ee eae 

pester) hs Taine 3b pelea ol alt o iarinntdele pammtery one ea 

| Cho aed yet ae a 


re 
q 1 


; ye Vy jet Puen 
=) P rad aus 214 5 ae venta 1 F “9 ™ “i oe - 
mel SR a Pees! e7 
i r ; ; ce gi 
s Sieben ee yj sis » Baw { as pIOTS 


rae beth. ch navies War fi 2) us 






















« by 7 y Afi al 
7 ash ives ee ee ee < & nied My : eo pli 24 cine? Abe 
_ ot ~ as Pay Mi oy ° te ye ie? 
Eo, ORES EE rer ee a 1 rae a, or 
~ i> ‘ : ar i~ d 2 - . “+ bs ‘7 : tree! “ 
~ ea Ay hee a hs Ps iF 0 Healt : dd “yi a3 5) bail, aga - i ot . oa - 
we ; in ape : eS Labbe: tay ies aoe ei iG ny . in 44 Pye ai 
3 b : ¥ ' y was ¥ ‘mat 7 ri 
Pa aul iP pe SA A? Wt ees . ees ao 
/ eh ite: Lo "aa en en 
+ “ abe idVa! uit) ; lnk oe 
n° | dS, 1 Ae Ae fete is in: ry ot ix weiiiiel as Poon 
ve reales eae iets ee ae rm ae | 
. 0S Sah = en <n aan ee ear Ae poe kb ie 
Bes. pee ar weeds ees Ateot . 
Seng oh TOTP REE ® Sar ET ag ee Pig oe setuid Sages 
ARPES ee Nk 
; A 7) * a? 
i ¢ 
vee Hd th gr a: ed icy ra 
hs : 4 vi , ° ' r : 
cosy eS ba worse Me at : 
iv: iy \ 
toe 1 eGr ral cat oe apt fee 
. be Le! 5 iP a it watile 
7 ‘4 yt 


at, fae aa ee 


sheety Ee roa ‘oy Sesion 


OD? Se Fe Pty 






10/11/89 
POSITION STATEMENT ON 
NATIONAL FOREST OLD-GROWTH VALUES 


The Forest Service recognizes the many significant values associated with old-growth 
forests, such as biological diversity, wildlife and fisheries habitat, recreation, aesthetics, soil 
Productivity, water quality, and industrial raw material. Old growth on the National Forests 
will be managed to provide the foregoing values for present and future generations. Deci- 
sions on managing existing old-growth forests to provide these values will be made in the 
development and implementation of forest plans. These plans shall also provide for a 


succession of young forests into old-growth forests in light of their depletion due to natural 
events or harvest. 


Old-growth forests encompass the late stages of stand development and are distinguished 
by old trees and related structural attributes. These attributes, such as tree size, canopy 
layers, snags, and down trees, generally define forests that are in an old-growth condition. 
The specific attributes vary by forest type. Old-growth definitions are to be developed by 


forest type or type groups for use in determining the extent and distribution of old-growth 
forests. 


Where goals for providing old-growth values are not compatible with timber harvesting, 
lands will be classified as unsuitable for timber production. Where these goals can be met 
by such measures as extending the final harvest age well beyond the normal rotation or by 
using silvicultural practices that maintain or establish specific old-growth values, lands will 
be classified as suitable for timber production. In making these determinations, considera- 
tion shall be given to the extent and distribution of old growth on National Forest lands that 
are Congressionally or administratively withdrawn from timber harvest, as well as adjacent 
ownerships. 


Old-growth values shall be considered in designing the dispersion of old growth. This may 
range from a network of old-growth stands for wildlife habitat to designated areas for public 
visitation. In general, areas to be managed for old-growth values are to be distributed over 
individual National Forests with attention given to minimizing the fragmentation of old growth 
into small isolated areas. Old growth on lands suitable for timber production and not subject 
to extended rotations is to be scheduled for harvest to establish young stands which more 
fully utilize potential timber productivity and also meet other resource objectives. 


Regions with support from Research shall continue to develop forest type old-growth defini- 
tions, conduct old growth inventories, develop and implement silvicultural practices to main- 
tain or establish desired old-growth values, and explore the concept of ecosystem manage- 
ment on a landscape basis. Where appropriate, land management decisions are to maintain 
future options so the results from the foregoing efforts can be applied in subsequent 
decisions. Accordingly, field units are to be innovative in planning and carrying out their 
activities in managing old-growth forests for their many significant values. 
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GENERIC DEFINITION AND DESCRIPTION OF OLD-GROWTH FORESTS 
10/11/89 


Purpose and Scope 


The following describes the ecologically important structural features of old-growth ecosystems. Measureable 
criteria for these attributes will be established in more specific definitions for forest types, habitat types, plant 
associations or groupings of them. The intent of the generic definition is to guide design of specific definitions 
and new inventories that include measurement of specitic attributes. Although old-growth ecosystems may 
be distinguished functionally as well as Structurally, this definition is restricted primarily to stand-level struc- 
tural features which are readily measured in forest inventory. 


Definition 


Old-growth forests are ecosystems distinguished by old trees and related structural attributes. Old growth 
encompasses the later stages of stand development that typically differ from earlier stages in a variety of 
characteristics which may include tree size, accumulations of large dead woody material, number of canopy 
layers, species composition, and ecosystem function. 


Description 


The age at which old-growth develops and the specific structural attributes that characterize old growth will 
vary widely according to forest type, climate, site conditions and disturbance regime. For example, old-growth 
in fire-dependent forest types may not differ from younger forests in the number of Canopy layers or 
accumulation of down woody material. However, old-growth is typically distinguished from younger growth 
by several of the following attributes: 


1. Large trees for species and site. 

2. Wide variation in tree sizes and spacing. 

3. Accumulations of large-size dead standing and fallen 

trees that are high relative to earlier stages. 

4. Decadence in the form of broken or deformed tops 
or bole and root decay. 

5. Multiple canopy layers 

6. Canopy gaps and understory patchiness. 


Compositionally, old growth encompasses both older forests dominated by early seral species, such as 
fire-dependent species, and forests in later successional Stages dominated by shade tolerant species. Rates 
of change in composition and structure are slow relative to younger forests. Different stages or classes of old 
growth will be recognizable in many forest types. 


Sporadic, low to moderate severity disturbances are an integral part of the internal dynamics of many 
old-growth ecosystems. Canopy openings resulting from the death of overstory trees often give rise to 
patches of small trees, shrubs, and herbs in the understory. 

Old-growth is not necessarily ‘virgin" or "primeval." Old-growth could develop following human disturbances. 


The structure and function of an old-growth ecosystem will be influenced by its stand size and landscape 
position and context. 
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